
Topic Subtopic Question SCSC Category Key

Facility Exterior Signage and Entrances

Are there accommodations for individuals with disabilities, or do signs 

point to an accessible entrance? ADA
Parking/ Traffic 

Flow

Facility Exterior Parking Areas

Is handicapped parking located near the entrance via an accessible 

path or sidewalk to an accessible entrance? ADA Student Safety

Facility Interior Emergency Alarms, Exits, and Lights

Is the alarm system in compliance with Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) requirements, including provisions for hearing and/or visual 

impairments? ADA
Maintanence 

and Upkeep

Facility Interior Portable/Modular Classrooms

Do ramps meet ADA requirements, running 1 foot in length for every 

inch of rise? ADA Lighting

Facility Interior Restrooms

Are exposed hot water pipes (e.g., those underneath the sink) 

insulated and protected with an insulating cover, as required by 

accessibility criteria? ADA ADA

Facility Interior Signage

Are evacuation routes and shelter-in-place meeting locations 

accessible for individuals with disabilities? ADA
Emergency 

Management

Facility Interior Water Fountains Are the water fountains wheelchair-accessible? ADA Entry/Exit

Facility Exterior Building and Grounds (General) Are the fire hydrants unobstructed? Emergency Management Other

Facility Exterior Building and Grounds (General) Do site utilities impede access by emergency vehicles? Emergency Management

Facility Exterior Signage and Entrances Are exterior doors marked for first responders? Emergency Management

Facility Exterior Signage and Entrances Is the main ingress and egress clear and unobstructed? Emergency Management

Facility Exterior Parking Areas

Are fire lanes marked with approved fire lane signs, yellow curbing, and 

clear of any obstruction? Emergency Management

Facility Exterior Traffic Design Are fire zones clearly marked? Emergency Management

Facility Exterior Traffic Design

Do site entries provide for the ready passage of fire trucks and other 

emergency vehicles? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Administrative Office Are emergency phone numbers strategically placed in offices? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Administrative Office Are evacuation routes posted in administrative offices? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Cafeteria, Kitchen, and Food Service Area(s) Are evacuation routes posted? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Cafeteria, Kitchen, and Food Service Area(s) Is there at least one “K-class” fire extinguisher? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Classrooms Are emergency procedures posted? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Classrooms

Are evacuation routes posted in classrooms, with primary and 

secondary routes? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Classrooms

Can classroom doors always be opened from the inside for emergency 

egress purposes? Emergency Management



Facility Interior Classrooms

Do classrooms have emergency supplies (e.g., first aid kit, classroom 

roster, signage) and are they easily accessible? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Classrooms

Does door and window security hardware allow egress from 

classrooms at all times? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Emergency Alarms, Exits, and Lights

Are all lighted exit signs operational, clearly visible, and pointing in the 

correct direction? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Emergency Alarms, Exits, and Lights

Are clear and precise emergency evacuation maps posted in critical 

locations? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Emergency Alarms, Exits, and Lights Are hallways leading to exit doors free of obstructions? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Emergency Alarms, Exits, and Lights Is emergency lighting properly installed and functioning? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Emergency Alarms, Exits, and Lights Is the alarm system connected to the local law enforcement agency? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Entrances, Entrance Lobby, and Reception Area

Does the reception area include adequate protective features (e.g., 

counter or desk to serve as a protective shield, panic or duress button 

to call for help, telephone, and radio base station if radios are used)? Emergency Management

Facility Interior

Fire Detectors, Alarms, Sprinklers, Extinguishers, 

and Safety Devices Are all fire sprinkler heads present? Emergency Management

Facility Interior

Fire Detectors, Alarms, Sprinklers, Extinguishers, 

and Safety Devices Are fire alarm pull stations easily accessible? Emergency Management

Facility Interior

Fire Detectors, Alarms, Sprinklers, Extinguishers, 

and Safety Devices Are fire extinguishers easily accessible? Emergency Management

Facility Interior

Fire Detectors, Alarms, Sprinklers, Extinguishers, 

and Safety Devices

Do fire alarm pull stations have tamper-deterrent covers that emit 

warning sounds when lifted? Emergency Management

Facility Interior

Fire Detectors, Alarms, Sprinklers, Extinguishers, 

and Safety Devices Do fire alarms have both audible and visible (strobe) features? Emergency Management

Facility Interior

Fire Detectors, Alarms, Sprinklers, Extinguishers, 

and Safety Devices

Is there redundant off-premises fire alarm reporting, such as to a fire 

station or a monitoring center? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Hallways, Corridors, and Common Areas Are evacuation routes posted in hallways and common areas? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Portable/Modular Classrooms

Are evacuation routes posted in portable classrooms, with primary and 

secondary routes? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Portable/Modular Classrooms Can the fire alarm be heard sufficiently from each portable classroom? Emergency Management



Facility Interior Shelters, Safe Rooms, and Areas of Refuge

In consideration of possible severe weather (e.g., high winds, 

hurricanes, tornados), are shelter spaces either windowless or have 

readily available, accessible, and identifiable shutters or equivalent 

protective devices with which to cover windows and block projectiles 

or flying glass? Emergency Management

Facility Interior Signage

Are evacuation routes and shelter-in-place meeting locations clearly 

marked at entrances and/or exits? Emergency Management

Security Policies, Procedures and 

Systems Emergency Response Equipment

Does the school have a NOAA Weather Radio receiver in the main 

office? Emergency Management

Security Policies, Procedures and 

Systems Emergency Response Equipment

Does the school have a supply of flashlights and batteries for each 

classroom in case of power failure? Emergency Management

Security Policies, Procedures and 

Systems Security Alarm System Is the security alarm system monitored? Emergency Management

Security Policies, Procedures and 

Systems Security Alarm System

Is there a security alarm system installed (e.g., intrusion detection and 

alarm system)? Emergency Management

Facility Exterior Doors

Are all exit doors and gates equipped with emergency exit hardware, 

and not locked or secured by any other means? Entry/Exit

Facility Exterior Doors

Are all exterior doors designed to prevent unauthorized access into the 

building? Entry/Exit

Facility Exterior Doors

Are exterior doors constructed of steel, aluminum alloy, or solid-core 

hardwood? Entry/Exit

Facility Exterior Doors Are exterior doors equipped with hinges with nonremovable pins? Entry/Exit

Facility Exterior Doors

Are exterior doors with panic push-bars equipped with an astragal or 

metal plate covering the gap between the doors? Entry/Exit

Facility Exterior Doors

Are exterior exit-only doors without handles and locks protruding on 

the outside? Entry/Exit

Facility Exterior Doors

Are panic-bar latches on exterior doors protected by pick plates to 

prevent tools and plastic cards from releasing the bolt? Entry/Exit

Facility Exterior Doors Do exterior doors have as little exposed hardware as possible? Entry/Exit

Facility Interior Entrances, Entrance Lobby, and Reception Area Is the main point of entry at the front of the school readily identifiable? Entry/Exit



Facility Interior Exits

Are all exits and the routes to them clearly visible, conspicuously 

indicated, and reliably illuminated, with signs in appropriate languages, 

so everyone readily knows the direction of escape from any point? Entry/Exit

Facility Interior Exits

Are exit doors equipped with push-bar exit devices flush to resist 

chaining? Entry/Exit

Facility Interior Exits

Are exit doors free of locks, chains, or fastenings that would prevent 

escape from inside the building? Entry/Exit

Facility Interior Exits

Are exit signs distinctive in color and easily distinguished from 

decorations, finishes, and other signs? Entry/Exit

Facility Interior Exits

Are exit signs well-maintained, easily seen, and pointing in the right 

direction? Entry/Exit

Facility Interior Exits

Is “EXIT” lettering at least 6 inches high, with principal strokes not less 

than 3/4-inch wide? Entry/Exit

Facility Interior Gymnasium

Are exit doors designed to allow for quick exit by large numbers of 

people? Entry/Exit

Security Policies, Procedures and 

Systems Building Access Control Are all visitors required to enter through one designated entrance? Entry/Exit

Security Policies, Procedures and 

Systems Building Access Control

Are there signs that direct visitors to designated building entrances and 

exits? Entry/Exit

Security Policies, Procedures and 

Systems Building Access Control Does the facility limit building access points? Entry/Exit

Security Policies, Procedures and 

Systems Building Access Control

Does the school have a designated primary point of entry/exit to each 

building? Entry/Exit

Facility Exterior Lighting Are high crime areas lit? Lighting

Facility Exterior Lighting Are school grounds, including parking lots, adequately lit? Lighting

Facility Exterior Lighting Is exterior lighting well-maintained? Lighting

Facility Exterior Lighting Is there lighting at all building entrances? Lighting

Facility Exterior Parking Areas Is the parking area adequately lit? Lighting

Facility Interior Classrooms

Are the classrooms uniformly and adequately lit, with as much natural 

light as possible? Lighting

Facility Interior Exits Are the exit ways uniformly and adequately lit? Lighting

Facility Interior Restrooms Are restrooms bright, well lit, and easy to supervise? Lighting

Facility Interior Stairs Are stairwells uniformly and adequately lit, including exit signs? Lighting



Facility Exterior Building and Grounds (General) Are school grounds kept free of trash and debris? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Exterior Building and Grounds (General) Are trash cans secured to posts or other anchors? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Exterior Building and Grounds (General) Is the perimeter of the school building clear of safety hazards? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Exterior Fencing and Walls Are all grounds fenced and properly maintained? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Exterior Fencing and Walls Is fencing free of holes and sharp protrusions? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Exterior Gates Are gates free of holes, intact, and functional? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Exterior Landscaping

Are trees free of dead limbs and trimmed away from power lines and 

structures? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Exterior Landscaping

Is the landscape (bushes, trees, hills) surrounding the school tidy, 

trimmed, and structured to enhance visibility (e.g., of windows, doors) 

and minimize the chance of suspicious visitors hiding? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Exterior Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety

Are all walking surfaces, hard surfaces, and grass reasonably sloped and 

free from holes or other trip hazards? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Exterior Signage and Entrances

Is a marquee or sign clearly indicating the school’s name visible from 

the road? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Exterior Signage and Entrances Is the school entrance clearly marked? Is it well lit? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Exterior Walkways Are the walkways and curbing in good repair? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Exterior Windows Are all windows intact? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Cafeteria, Kitchen, and Food Service Area(s)

Are chairs, tables, and other items or equipment in the kitchen in good 

repair? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Cafeteria, Kitchen, and Food Service Area(s)

Is all mechanical equipment (e.g., choppers, slicers) properly guarded 

at the point of operation and in good repair? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Ceilings and Floors Are ceiling panels or plaster in good condition? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Ceilings and Floors Are flooring coverings properly installed and in good repair? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Doors Are doors and locks in good condition? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Electrical System Are electrical wires covered, and cords not frayed? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Entrances, Entrance Lobby, and Reception Area Do seating areas for visitors impede foot traffic? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior

Fire Detectors, Alarms, Sprinklers, Extinguishers, 

and Safety Devices Do fire extinguisher inspection tags/logs show current inspection? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Playground and Recreation Areas Are fences in good condition and without gaps? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Playground and Recreation Areas Are low-hanging tree branches removed from the playground area? Maintanence and Upkeep



Facility Interior Playground and Recreation Areas

Does the landscape around the playground and outdoor recreation 

areas minimize the potential for injury/hiding? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Playground and Recreation Areas

Is ground cover adequate to provide protection from falls (e.g., 

minimum depth of wood chips, mulch, sand, pea gravel, safety-tested 

rubber, or rubber-like mats)? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Playground and Recreation Areas

Is the play area free of tripping hazards (e.g., exposed footings, 

exposed anchoring devices, rocks, roots)? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Restrooms Are mirrors intact and unbroken? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Restrooms Are stalls in good repair and stall doors functional? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Restrooms Are water fixtures (e.g., toilets, urinals, sinks) operational? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Restrooms Is the restroom well-maintained, with no offensive smells? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Water Fountains Are the water fountains clean? Maintanence and Upkeep

Facility Interior Administrative Office

Are confidential records separated from the reception area and stored 

in locked, vandal- and fire-resistant containers? Other

Security Policies, Procedures and 

Systems Student Records

Are confidential records stored in locked, vandal- and fire-resistant 

containers? Other

Security Policies, Procedures and 

Systems Student Records

Are hard files stored in locked file cabinets that are secured from 

access and common view? Other

Facility Exterior Bus Zone Are the bus and fire zones clearly marked? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Parking Areas

Is there an adequate number of parking spaces for staff? Visitors? 

Students? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety

In schools where students use public transportation, is the route from 

the school to the point of public transportation access reasonably safe 

due to good natural surveillance, traffic safety features, and other 

measures? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety

Is pedestrian safety addressed by well-designed crossing areas and 

separation from vehicle traffic (e.g., lighting, flags, painted crosswalks, 

electronic signage)? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Signage and Entrances Is there one clearly marked as the designated entrance for visitors? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Parking Areas

Are parking lots designed to control vehicle speed by using speed 

bumps, raised walkways, curved drives, and curb stops? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Parking Areas

Does the school designate areas for staff use of parking lots and do 

signs direct staff to their designated parking area? Visitors? Parking/Traffic Flow



Facility Exterior Student Drop-Off/Loading Areas

Are student drop-off and pick-up zones clearly designated and 

separated from bus traffic? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Student Drop-Off/Loading Areas Are student drop-off areas away from other high-traffic areas? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Student Drop-Off/Loading Areas

Are traffic directions (including pick-up/drop-off instructions) clearly 

visible? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Student Drop-Off/Loading Areas

Has the local municipality marked the street as a school zone, drop-off 

zone, or no parking zone? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Student Drop-Off/Loading Areas

Has the local municipality placed speed limit signs and “Slow” signs on 

the street by the school? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Traffic Design

Are bus, car, pedestrian and bike traffic reasonably safe from each 

other at entry and exit points as well as throughout the site? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Traffic Design Are traffic directions clearly visible? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Traffic Design

Can vehicle entry be controlled to permit entry by only one vehicle at a 

time? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Traffic Design Do driving lanes have directional markings? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Parking Areas Is visitor parking close to the main entrance? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Interior Signage Do signs direct visitors to other key locations? Parking/Traffic Flow

Facility Exterior Gates

Are the appropriate perimeter barriers or gates installed and secured 

by effective locking systems (e.g., electronic control, heavy-duty 

padlocks) when not in use? Student Safety

Facility Exterior Signage and Entrances Are restricted areas clearly marked? Student Safety

Facility Exterior Signage and Entrances

Do signs posted at the entrance list items not allowed inside the school 

(e.g., drug-free, weapon-free, and smoke-free)? Student Safety

Facility Exterior Parking Areas

Are surveillance cameras used to monitor parking lots and does the 

camera system allow for recording? Student Safety

Facility Exterior Windows

Are basement windows protected from unauthorized entry by security 

grills or window well covers? Student Safety

Facility Exterior Windows Are second-floor windows inaccessible or protected against entry? Student Safety

Facility Exterior Windows Do all windows lock securely? Student Safety

Facility Interior Cafeteria, Kitchen, and Food Service Area(s) Are “Helping a Choking Victim” and handwashing instructions posted? Student Safety

Facility Interior Classrooms

Are exterior classroom doors made of metal or solid wood, with heavy-

duty, vandal-resistant locks? Student Safety



Facility Interior Custodial Closets and Storage Rooms

Are custodial and storage closets containing cleaning solvents or other 

potentially toxic materials, potentially hazardous tools, or master keys 

able to be securely locked? Student Safety

Facility Interior Doors Are exterior doors secured when not in use? Student Safety

Facility Interior Electrical System Are electrical panel access doors locked? Student Safety

Facility Interior Entrances, Entrance Lobby, and Reception Area

When the main entry doors are unlocked, can securable internal doors 

force visitors to visit the front office to gain entry beyond the reception 

area? Student Safety

Facility Interior Nurse’s Office and Health Services Center Are all medical equipment and supplies locked in an observable area? Student Safety

Facility Interior Playground and Recreation Areas Are recreation areas fenced to restrict unauthorized access? Student Safety

Facility Interior Portable/Modular Classrooms

Are portable classrooms reasonably close to the main school so that 

students are not forced to walk long distances between buildings? Student Safety

Facility Interior Portable/Modular Classrooms

Are portable classrooms surrounded by security fencing, but with 

direct access to the main school? Student Safety

Facility Interior Restrooms

Can entrance doors to restrooms be locked only from the outside and 

not be readily blocked from inside? Student Safety

Facility Interior Restrooms

Do single-user bathrooms with a locking door have access to and 

natural surveillance adequately controlled, requiring keys, passes, or 

other means? Student Safety

Facility Interior Signage Are school office and first aid/nurse office locations clearly marked? Student Safety


